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Motivation
PatternTeller (Lima et al. 2025) describes five genre-
specific narrative patterns:

● Do literary models (e.g. PatternTeller) manifest

in award-winning novellas ?

● Which structural elements in a literary model

are most genre-distinctive in novellas?

Research Questions

● Can LLMs reliably annotate these patterns?

Example of the pattern Tragedy:

https://arxiv.org/abs/2405.06685
https://arxiv.org/abs/2405.06685
https://arxiv.org/abs/2405.06685
https://arxiv.org/abs/2405.06685


PatternTeller’s Narrative Structures

https://narrativelab.org/patternteller/


Dataset Description
35 highly rated English novellas selected

from the Goodreads "World's Greatest

Novellas" list.
(ranging 7,500-102,810 words)

https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1236.World_s_Greatest_Novellas
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1236.World_s_Greatest_Novellas
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1236.World_s_Greatest_Novellas
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1236.World_s_Greatest_Novellas


Methodology for Evaluating Literary Models



Sample LLM Analysis Output

The raw output produced by Claude the analysis pipeline for Animal Farm (Orwell, 1945).



Herfindahl–Hirschman Index (HHI) for different LLMs

Among all LLMs, Gemini is the best based on the Neff of HHI.

HHI - to determine the

concentration of genres within a

single novella

where 𝑠𝑖 is the score assigned to an 

element of the genre 𝑖, 
and 𝑁 = 5 is the number of genres. 



Selection of Key Narrative Elements
The most genre-distinctive structural elements



Selection of Key Narrative Elements

The least genre-distinctive structural elements



Key Findings

● Developing a methodology for evaluating a literary model 

● An LLM can aid in annotating narrative patterns, yet, it must be 

tuned and evaluated by human experts.

● The elements of the PatternTeller patterns are not genre-

specific.

● Closure, Final Confrontation, and Return are the most common 

elements across all genres.

● The most genre-distinctive structural elements: Development of 

Resistance (Satire), Downfall (Tragedy), Uncovering Secrets 

and Clues (Mystery), etc.



Questions, please

We welcome cooperation

milkak@post.bgu.ac.il 
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